The Holy Eucharist
FIRST SUNDAY OF A DVENT

9:00 a.m. Sunday, November 27, 2016

Newcomers and visitors, we welcome you warmly.
May you find here, by the grace of God, that which feeds your soul.
May you leave here with a heart prepared to serve.

If this is your first time here, or your first time back in a while,
we invite you to fill out a Welcome Card found in your pew
and put it in the offering plate.

THE WORD OF GOD

PRELUDE

Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme,

Johann Sebastian Bach
1685-1750
Our worship time together begins with a musical prelude.
Thank you for listening in silence and for respecting the needs of worshippers
for a quiet time of prayer and meditation.

PROCESSIONAL HY MN

Lo, he comes with clouds descending

OPENING A CCLAMATION

Hymnal, #57

Book of Common Prayer, page 355

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
All And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE A DVENT WREATH

adapted from The Rev. Matthew Kozlowksi

Celebrant Today we light the first candle of the Advent Wreath. Each candle has a

meaning. The first candle is Hope.

The candle is lit.

Celebrant
People

“We wait in hope for the LORD; he is our help and our shield.” Psalm 33:20

Eternal God, as we await the coming of our savior, give us the courage to
hope. Give us grace to see your plans of redemption for our lives, for this
community, and for the world. Through Jesus Christ, the source of our
redemption and hope. Amen.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY
all say together
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

KYRIE

Hymnal, S-86
all stand

Music: David Hurd

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on
the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus
Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall
come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we
may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

all say together
PRAY ER FOR THE INTERIM TIME
Almighty God, we pray for the people of St. Mary’s during this time of transition.
May we be genuine in our self-reflection, patient in our discernment, loving in our
communion, imaginative about our future, and daring in our faith.
As we seek to find, instill in us trust in your loving guidance.
As we seek to challenge, unite us in our commitment to serve and to know Christ
in each other and the world;
As we seek to inspire, fill us with your bountiful spirit.
All this we pray, empowered by the love of Christ our Lord. Amen

FIRST READING
At the end of the Reading: Reader
All

A NTHEM AT THE PSALM

Isaiah 2:1-5

all are seated

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Comfort, comfort ye my people

St. Mary’s Children’s Choir

Claude Goudimel
1514-1572

Comfort, comfort ye my people, speak ye peace, thus saith our God; comfort those
who sit in darkness mourning ‘neath their sorrows’ load. Speak ye to Jerusalem of the
peace that waits for them; tell her that her sins I cover, and her warfare now is over.
Hark, the voice of one that crieth in the desert far and near, calling us to new
repentance since the kingdom now is here. Oh, that warning cry obey! Now prepare
for God away; let the valleys rise to meet him and the hills bow down to greet him.

Make ye straight what long was crooked, make the rougher places plain; let your
hearts be true and humble, as befits his holy reign. For the glory of the Lord now o’er
earth is shed abroad; and all flesh shall see the token that the word is never broken.
words: Johann G. Olearius (1611-1684)
tr.: Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878)

SECOND READING
At the end of the Reading: Reader
All

GRADUAL HY MN

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Savior of the nations, come!
verses 1 - 3 before the Gospel
after the Gospel, verse 4

Romans 13:11-14

Hymnal, #54

THE HOLY GOSPEL

all stand

Matthew 24:36-44

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Deacon, after the Gospel
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE HOMILY
THE A FFIRMATION OF FAITH

The Very Rev. Dr. Donald G. Brown
The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAY ERS OF THE PEOPLE
Leader O God, as sunlight wanes toward the hush of winter, we remember that darkness
is where creation began.
People Keep us mindful of your abiding presence.
Leader
People
Leader
People
Leader
People
Leader
People
Leader
People
Leader

The world aches for justice and peace.
Give us the wisdom and courage to do your will.
We are a people adrift on a hurting planet.
Help us turn back to you.
We yearn for birth of the Incarnate One.
Bless all whose lives touch ours.

Our trust is borne of the gift of your love.
Wrap us in your healing embrace.

Your word is a lamp to our feet.
Open our eyes to the light that is sure to come.

We pray especially for those who have invited our prayers…
The Officiant offers prayers from the St. Mary’s Prayer List
and invites the congregation to add theirs.

Deacon Life-giving God, you hovered over the waters of the deep before all time began.

Hover over our anxious hearts, heavy with worry and vibrant with hope, that in
this season of anticipation we might faithfully tend the mysteries before us and
prepare joyfully for your coming again. Amen.

THE CONFESSION
Celebrant

AND

A BSOLUTION

all kneel or stand

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

BCP, p.360

Silence may be kept.
All

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

GREETING AND A NNOUNCEMENTS

OFFERTORY HY MN

HOLY COMMUNION
O God of every nation

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING, EUCHARISTIC PRAY ER B
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Hymnal, #607

BCP, page 367

all stand

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant
People

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Celebrant

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim
the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS

Hymnal, S-124

Music: David Hurd

After the Sanctus, the people kneel or stand. The Celebrant continues….

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known
to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through
the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last
days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer
of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before
you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out
of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me."
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant continues….

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the

Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and
bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

THE LORD’S PRAYER

remain standing

All those who wish to are invited to hold hands during this prayer.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia

BCP, page 364

FRACTION A NTHEM

Hymnal, S-161

Music: David Hurd

THE INVITATION

All who desire to know God are invited to receive the consecrated Bread and Wine.
Bread and wafers are both available as well as gluten free wafers.
If you have preference, please let the clergy know.
You may also receive a blessing instead of bread and wine
by crossing your arms over your chest.

COMMUNION HY MN

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

O come, o come Emmanuel
verses 1-3
stand

Hymnal, #56

BCP, p.365

Celebrant Let us pray.
All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen

SENDING OF THE LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITOR *
Celebrant N., in the name of this parish family, I send you forth bearing these holy
gifts to ______. Together we share in the body and blood of Christ.
People

Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share one bread and one
cup.

* when needed

THE BLESSING

RECESSIONAL HY MN

Come, thou long expected Jesus

Hymnal, #66

verse 4

DISMISSAL

Deacon Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Es ist gewisslich an der Zeit

As a courtesy to those who wish to continue in prayer or listen to the postlude,
please exit quietly and join in fellowship in the courtyard.
We request that there be no applause after the postlude.
Thank you.

J.S. Bach

Upcoming Events

at The Episcopal Church of St. Mary the Virgin
December 4

December 17
December 18
December 24

December 25

6:00 pm Advent Carol Sing and Dinner

1:00 pm Caroling on Union Street with St. Mary's Parish Choir
9:00 & 11:00 am A Service of Lessons & Carols
St. Mary's Children's Choir and Parish Choir
3:00 pm Christmas Pageant
Costumed players and live animals
5:00 pm Christmas Eve Eucharist with Children’s & Youth Choirs
8:30 pm Candlelight Carol Sing
Parish Choir and Brass Ensemble
9:00 pm Candlelight Eucharist
Parish Choir and Brass Ensemble
10:00 am Holy Eucharist with Carols

Music printed herein is reprinted under license agreements with:
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