The Holy Eucharist
Thanksgiving Day
November 24, 2016
10:00 a.m.

A Note on Today’s Readings
Thanksgiving Day—Year C

Welcome to our parish on this Thanksgiving Day. Since the earliest days of European
settlement in North America, Christian people have gathered to give thanks for God’s
bounty. The Continental Congress during the time of the American Revolution began the
custom of the government proclaiming a national day of thanksgiving, and forms of prayer
for that day have been in the Episcopal Church’s Book of Common Prayer from its first
edition in 1789.
In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus begins a discussion triggered by his miraculous feeding of
5,000 people with loaves and fishes. As those people seek to find out how they can keep
getting this free food, Jesus tells them that there is a more profound food that is needed, to
be fed with God’s own life. That food comes through Jesus’ death and resurrection, which
reveals him to be the Bread of Life. The first reading is Moses’ instructions for the annual
harvest festival of thanksgiving in which the people are to give thanks for their crops and,
more importantly, thanks for God’s saving acts in their lives. Paul tells the Philippian
Christians that the central and most important action we are to perform is to live lives of
thanksgiving and rejoicing at God’s goodness.
In our liturgy today we rejoice that it is not only for the material things of this world, which
do not last, that we give thanks. Here we are fed with the food that lasts into eternal life and
we find that thanksgiving is at the heart of our relationship with God our Savior.
From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Year. Copyright © 2007 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing
Incorporated, New York.

PRELUDE

THE WORD OF GOD

Georg Fredrich Kaufmann
1679-1735
Our worship time together begins with a musical prelude.
Thank you for listening in silence and for respecting the needs of worshippers
for a quiet time of prayer and meditation.

PROCESSIONAL HY MN

Nun danket alle Gott

Come, ye thankful people

OPENING A CCLAMATION

Hymnal, #290
Book of Common Prayer, page 355

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
All And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY
all say together
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
HYMN OF PRAISE

Let all things now living
remain standing

Welsh folk tune

Words: Katherine K. Davis (1892-1980) © 1966 E.C.S. Publishing Company, 138 Ipswich Street, Boston, MA 02215.
All rights reserved used by permission. Music: The Ash Grove, Welsh folk tune; harm © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship (admin. Augsburg Fortress Publishers)
All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-706395

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty and gracious Father, we give you thanks for the fruits of the earth in
their season and for the labors of those who harvest them. Make us, we pray,
faithful stewards of your great bounty, for the provision of our necessities and
the relief of all who are in need, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

FIRST READING
At the end of the Reading: Reader
All

all are seated

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Deuteronomy 26:1-11

PSALM 100

Jubilate Deo

T. Norris

St. Mary’s Parish Choir

1741-1790

1

Be joyful in the LORD, all you lands; *
serve the LORD with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.

2

Know this: The LORD himself is God; *
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.

3

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.

4

For the LORD is good;
his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.

SECOND READING
At the end of the Reading: Reader
All

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Philippians 4:4-9

GRADUAL HY MN

For the fruit of all creation
all stand
verses 1 - 2 before the Gospel
after the Gospel, verse 3

THE HOLY GOSPEL

remain standing

John 6:25-35

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Deacon, after the Gospel
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE HOMILY

THE A FFIRMATION OF FAITH

The Very Rev. Dr. Alan Jones

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

LITANY OF THANKSGIVING
Leader
People
Leader
People
Leader
People
Leader
People
Leader
People
Leader
People
Deacon

Almighty God, creator of all life, we thank you for the beauty and abundance
of this land,
and for the great resources of this nation.
We thank you for the men and women of this nation,
who have kept the torch of liberty and opportunity burning for all people.

We thank you for giving us the courage to confront poverty, prejudice and
oppression,
and to strive for justice and peace.
We thank you for the faith we have inherited in all its rich variety,
revealing the love of Christ throughout the ages.

We thank you for the healing love of Christ, present in your Church,
opening our hearts and our hands to all who seek your grace.
We thank you for the blessing of family and friends,
and the lives of those who have returned to you.

O Lord, hasten the day when all people, with many voices, in one chorus,
will glorify your holy Name. Amen.

THE PEACE
Celebrant
People

all stand

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

GREETING AND OFFERTORY SENTENCE
All current and former members of
St. Mary's Children's, Youth, and Parish Choirs are invited forward to sing the
Offertory Anthem.

OFFERTORY A NTHEM

HOLY COMMUNION

For the Beauty of the Earth
St. Mary’s Parish Choir and Choir Alumni

For the beauty of the earth,
For the beauty of the skies,
For the love which from our birth
Over and around us lies,
Lord of all, to thee we raise
This our joyful hymn of praise.

For the joy of human love,
Brother, sister, parent, child,
Friends on earth, and friends above,
For all gentle thoughts and mild:
Lord of all, to thee we raise
This our joyful hymn of praise.

For the beauty of each hour
Of the day and of the night,
Hill and vale, and tree and flower,
Sun and moon and stars of light:
Lord of all, to thee we raise
This our joyful hymn of praise.

HY MN AT THE PRESENTATION

John Rutter
b. 1945

For each perfect gift of thine
To our race so freely given,
Graces human and divine,
Flowers of earth and buds of heaven:
Lord of all to thee we raise
This our joyful hymn of praise
Text: Folliott Sandford Pierpoint (1835-1917)

We gather together

Hymnal, #433

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING, EUCHARISTIC PRAY ER A

BCP, page 361

Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

all stand

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The celebrant continues…
Celebrant

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim
the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS

Hymnal, S-124

Music: David Hurd

After the Sanctus, the people kneel or stand. The Celebrant continues….
Celebrant

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

THE LORD’S PRAYER

all stand

All those who wish to are invited to hold hands during this prayer.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

BCP, page 364

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia

A GNUS DEI

Hymnal, S-261

Music: David Hurd

THE INVITATION

All who desire to know God are invited to receive the consecrated Bread and Wine.
Bread and wafers are both available as well as gluten free wafers.
If you have preference, please let the clergy know.
You may also receive a blessing instead of bread and wine
by crossing your arms over your chest.

COMMUNION HY MN

Now the silence

Hymnal, #333

COMMUNION ANTHEM

O Food to pilgrims given
St. Mary’s Parish Choir

Johann Sebastian Bach

1685-1750

O food to pilgrims given,
O bread of life from heaven,
O manna from on high!
We hunger; Lord, supply us,
nor thy delights deny us,
whose hearts to thee draw nigh.
O stream of love past telling,
O purest fountain, welling
from out the Savior's side!
We faint with thirst; revive us,
of thine abundance give us,
and all we need provide.
O Jesus, by thee bidden,
we here adore thee, hidden
in forms of bread and wine.
Grant when the veil is risen,
we may behold, in heaven,
thy countenance divine.
Text: Latin, 1661
tr. John Althestan Laurie Riley(1858-1945)

POST-COMMUNION HYMN

This is my song

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

all stand

Celebrant Let us pray.
All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living

BCP, p.365

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen

THE BLESSING

RECESSIONAL HY MN

Joyful, joyful

Hymnal, #376

DISMISSAL

Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Gelobet seist du, Jesu Christ

Johann Heinrich Buttstedt
1666-1727

As a courtesy to those who wish to continue in prayer or listen to the postlude,
please exit quietly and join in fellowship in the courtyard.
We request that there be no applause after the postlude.
Thank you.

Welcome and blessings on this Thanksgiving Holiday!
If you are home for the holiday, welcome back.
If you are a visitor, thank you for folding your prayers in with ours today.
If you are a newcomer, please return to join us for the many special services and events
coming up during the Advent and Christmas season.

Upcoming Events

at The Episcopal Church of St. Mary the Virgin
November 27

11:00 am Choral Eucharist for the First Sunday of Advent

December 17
December 18

1:00 pm Caroling on Union Street with St. Mary's Parish Choir
9:00 & 11:00 am A Service of Lessons & Carols
St. Mary's Children's Choir and Parish Choir
3:00 pm Christmas Pageant
Costumed players and live animals
5:00 pm Christmas Eve Eucharist with Children’s Choirs
8:30 pm Candlelight Carol Sing
Parish Choir and Brass Ensemble
9:00 pm Candlelight Eucharist
Parish Choir and Brass Ensemble
10:00 am Holy Eucharist with Carols

December 4

December 24

December 25

6:00 pm Advent Carol Sing and Dinner

Music printed herein is reprinted under license agreements with:
Church Publishing Incorporated, OneLicense.net # A-706395, LicenSing Online # 607689,
Christian Copyright Licensing International.
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